
THEN SINGS MY SOUL | Capturing the spirit of worship from the Psalms for Today 

 

Lesson 7 | The Wisdom We Sing 
In last quarter’s Psalms study, we studied two primary Psalm structures, lament and praise, and grouped 
them in the following groups: Hallelujah Psalms, Lament, Confidence, Thanksgiving, Historical, Wisdom, 
Penitential/Imprecatory, Messianic, Hallel and Shepherd Psalms. In this lesson, we will consider the 
modern songs we sing that mirror the Wisdom Psalms. 
 
In Wisdom literature, the writer is concerned with the application of truth (from creation and the Law) to 
daily life and choices of the hearers. Often, the application of truth was to give only one skill in living [like 
craftmanship (Ex. 31:1-11), building (1 Ki. 5:9-18), or handiwork (1 Ki. 7:14; Isa. 44:9-17) or even good 
common sense (Job 32:7; Prov. 1:7). 
 
This wisdom applies truth through generalizations or maxims. Examples in Proverbs, the book we often 
associate to wisdom, consists of pithy maxims to be applied properly to life (cf. Prov. 12:4; 11:2; 17:10). 
With proverbial wisdom, it is short, pity sayings which state rules for personal happiness and welfare but 
there is also contemplative wisdom, which features monologues, dialogues, or essays which delve into 
basic problems of human existence such as meaning in life, or suffering [e.g., Ecclesiastes and Job]. 
 
And while the book of Psalms is more poetry than “wisdom” proverbs or contemplations, there are in 
some Psalms different aspects of Wisdom intended to be taught when they were sung (1, 27, 32, 34, 37, 
49, 73, 112, 127--128, 133). The writer will teach the wisdom or the “know how” or the “art” of living. It is 
not merely “knowing good and evil” but knowing good from evil or stated another way; Wisdom is, in 
fact, the practical side of moral goodness.  
 
Many modern songs we sing match in different ways the 
dynamic of these Psalms of Wisdom. They intend to teach the 
practical side of holiness that Christians are called to live in 
Christ. Many of our hymns do not follow the usual model of 
wisdom but they do exhort us with the art of living in Christ. Here 
are a few examples. 
 
Angry Words (Love One Another) | Horatio R. Palmer (1834-
1907). The words of this hymn are attributed to D. K. P., whose 
identity remains unknown. American School Songs (Hope 
Publishing Co., ed., J. H. Kurzenknabe, 1904, #343), has the 
complete poem from which this hymn is taken but set to a 
different tune with no name for either author or composer. This 
melody we are familiar with was written by Horatio Richmond 
Palmer, also know for “Yield Not To Temptation” and author of 
several works on the theory of music.  Originally the stanzas 
were written for soprano and alto duet, but the arrangement for 
full four-part harmony was made by William Washington Slater, 
around 1944. 
 
This wise living of this hymn is all about how we treat each other: Guarding our speech because "no man 
can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison" as James (3:8) warns. Jesus says that "out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks" (Matthew 12:34). So like the Psalmist, (141:3-4), we 
should always ask God to set a guard over our mouth and keep watch over the door of our lips. In verse 
2, the attribute of love is elevated much like Paul says of it in 1Corinthians 13:1-7). This love grows 
friendships that last (Proverbs 17:17; 18:24). Last, “Brightest links of life are broken by a single angry 
word" is the sage’s advice to secured relationships (Proverbs 16:27-28). So, (in a stanza not in our book, 
"Let our words be sweetly spoken, Let kind thoughts be greatly stirred; Show our love to one another 
with abundance of kind words."  
 

Angry words, oh, let them never 
From the tongue unbridled slip; 
May the heart’s best impulse ever 
Check them ere they soil the lip. 
 
Love is much too pure and holy, 
Friendship is too sacred far, 
For a moment’s reckless folly 
Thus to desolate and mar. 
 
Angry words are lightly spoken, 
Bitt’rest thoughts are rashly stirred, 
Brightest links of life are broken 
By a single angry word. 
 
Refrain: 
“Love one another,” thus saith the Savior; 
Children obey the Father’s blest command; 
“Love one another,” thus saith the Savior; 
Children obey His blest command. 
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Stand Up, Stand up for Jesus! | George Duffield 
(1826-1899).  Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus was 
a hymn inspired by the dying message of Dudley 
Tyng, a young preacher in Philadelphia who was 
forced to resign from his Episcopal pulpit for 
speaking out against slavery in the mid-1800s. 
According to One Hundred & One Famous 
Hymns, the congregation he formed in a local 
YMCA and by March of 1858, he was preaching 
to some five thousand at a time. In a rousing 
sermon in that month, he is reported to have 
said that “I would rather that this right arm 
were amputated at the trunk than that I should 
come short of my duty to you in delivering 
God’s message.” A few days later Tyng, he left 
the study to visit his barn where a mule was 
harnessed to a machine, shelling corn. When he 
patted the animal, his sleeve was caught in the 
cogs of the wheel and his arm was “pulled out by the roots.” His death came quickly. On his death bed, 
he was asked if he had a message for the ministers at the revival and he replied “Tell them, ‘Let us all 
stand up for Jesus.'” His friend and fellow preacher,  George Duffield, touched by the words, wrote the 
hymn, “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.” Duffield concluded his sermon the following Sunday by reading 
the lyrics as a tribute to his friend. The printed copy of the poem found their way into a Baptist 
newspaper and the hymn spread from there. Several melodies have been written for Stand Up, Stand Up 
for Jesus. The one used in most hymnals was written by George Webb, founder of the Boston Academy of 
Music. He wrote the tune in 1837 originally for “Tis Dawn, the Lark is Singing,” a song in a secular musical. 
 

 
Blest Be The Tie That Binds | John Faucett  (1707-1788). “We just 
cannot break the ties of affection that bind us to you dear friends.” 
So spoke Mary Fawcett as she assured the little congregation at 
Wainsgate, England, of the bond of love that she and her husband 
felt for their the church members that he served. The Song you sing 
is the outpouring of his heart to them – and exhorted the wisdom 
of God in a local church fellowship in so doing. 
 
At the age of 26, John Fawcett with his new bride, Mary, began his 
work at an poor Baptist church in Wainsgate. After seven years of 
devoted service with little, he was called to a larger city church in 
London. The story is that he asked the church to be able to provide 
more resources – but they could not even come close to the 
resources of the large, city church. After they had loaded the 
wagons for the move, the Fawcetts met their church family for a 
final farewell. “John, I cannot bear to leave. I know not how to go!” 
she was recorded to say. And John replied, “Nor can I either.”  “We 
shall remain here with our people.” The order was then given to 

unload the wagons.  The following Sunday, Fawcett preached from Luke 12:15: “A man’s life consists not 
in the abundance of the things he possesses.” He closed his sermon by reading this new poem, “Brotherly 
Love.”  John and Mary Fawcett carried on their faithful ministry in the little village of Wainsgate for a 
total of 54 years. Such was the man who gave us these loving words: 
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love!  
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers;  
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 

When we asunder part it gives us inward pain  
But we shall still be joined in heart, And hope to meet again. 

 
 

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 
 
Before our Father’s throne, 
We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
Our comforts, and our cares. 
 
We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear; 
And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 
 
When we asunder part, 
It gives us inward pain; 
But we shall still be joined in heart, 
And hope to meet again. 
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus! ye soldiers of the cross; 
Lift high His royal banner, it must not suffer loss: 
From vict’ry unto vict’ry, His army shall He lead, 
Till every foe is vanquished, and Christ is Lord indeed. 
 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The trumpet call obey: 
Forth to the mighty conflict, in this His glorious day; 
Ye that are men now serve Him against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger, and strength to strength oppose. 
 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus! Stand in His strength alone, 
The arm of flesh will fail you, ye dare not trust your own; 
Put on the gospel armor, and watching unto prayer, 
Where calls the voice of duty, be never wanting there. 
 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus! the strife will not be long; 
This day the noise of battle, the next the victor’s song; 
To him that overcometh a crown of life shall be; 
He with the King of glory shall reign eternally. 
 
 


